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Notice to Bidders 
 

The Sabine River Authority of Texas (SRA) is seeking bids for the purchase of a new inductively 
coupled plasma mass spectrometer (ICP-MS) package.  Sealed bids are to be received by the office of 
the Division Manager, Sabine River Authority of Texas (SRA) Environmental Services Division Office, 
2065 Woodland Ridge Dr., TX 77632 for response to this request for bid, until 2:00 p.m. on October 
22, 2024.  Bids will, immediately thereafter, be opened and read aloud.   
 
Bids must be submitted and received no later than the opening date and time specified above.  Any 
Bid received later than the specified time will not be considered and will be returned.  The SRA is not 
responsible for ensuring the delivery of Bids to our offices. Bids can be mailed to the ESD Division 
Manager at 2065 Woodland Ridge Dr. Orange, TX 77632. Bids must be clearly marked. Preferred 
delivery method will be through email to purchasing@sratx.org with the subject line stated, “Request 
for Bid – Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer (RFB #25-0901).” 
 
The Sabine River Authority reserves the right to adopt the most advantageous interpretation of the 
bids submitted in the case of ambiguity or lack of clearness in stating proposal prices, to reject any 
or all bids, and/or waive any formalities.   
 
Bid documents may be obtained from (1) SRA Authority General Office, 12777 Hwy. 87 N., Orange, 
TX or (2) SRA Website, www.sratx.org or (3) by email request to purchasing@sratx.org.  Contract 
documents will not be mailed upon request.    
 
Questions regarding bid documents may be emailed to purchasing@sratx.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Information and Instructions 

mailto:purchasing@sratx.org
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This Request for Bid is to purchase a new inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometer (ICP-MS) 
package for the Sabine River Authority of Texas (SRA) at the Environmental Service Division in 
Orange County, Texas.  A detailed instrument list and specifications are provided later in this package.   
 
Below is the calendar of events associated with this request: 
 

Date Description 
October 03, 2024 First publication date for Notice to 

Bidders 
October 10, 2024 Second publication date for Notice to 

Bidders 
October 22, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. Bids will be opened and read out loud at  

SRA ESD Office 
2065 Woodland Ridge Dr.  
Orange, TX 77632 

Earliest time possible/feasible  Anticipated time frame for delivery of 
materials 

 
 
At the Sabine River Authority of Texas, our goal is to purchase goods and services that are determined 
to be the best value to meet our business needs.  We support open, fair, and unrestricted competition 
in selecting products and services with equal opportunity provided to all qualified parties including 
small business enterprises, Historically Underutilized Businesses, and Disadvantaged Business 
enterprises.    
  
 
Preparation of Bids 
 
Sealed bids shall be prepared and submitted in compliance with the specifications outlined in this 
Request for Bid package and the Notice to Bidders.  All blank places on the Bid Proposal form must 
be filled in as noted, in ink (except for price extensions and totals), and no changes shall be made in 
the phraseology of the forms or of the items mentioned therein.  No changes shall be made in any 
prices which may be prescribed for specific bid items.   
 
All lump sum and unit prices must be stated in both words and figures; however, do not extend your 
unit prices.  That function will be performed by SRA.  If you extend the unit price bid, the extension 
amount will be ignored in determining the low bidder.   
 
In case of any discrepancy between the written amounts and the figures, the written amounts shall 
govern.  For those items of the proposal containing two or more alternate materials, equipment, or 
methods, the Bidder will select the material, equipment, or method bid by crossing out the remaining 
materials, equipment, or method, or by listing, circling, or checking the selected method if so 
indicated.  Any Bid may be deemed irregular which contains any omission, erasure, alteration, 
addition, irregularity of any kind, or item not called for, or which does not contain prices set opposite 
to each of the several items in the Bid Proposal or in which any of the prices are obviously unbalanced 
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or which shall in any manner fail to conform to the conditions set forth in this request for bid.  No 
qualifying statements shall be included in the Bid Proposal, or in an accompanying letter, unless 
specifically called for.  Such statements will be cause for rejection of the Bid.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
To be valid, all Bids must be manually signed in ink by an authorized person in the blank space 
provided on the Bid Proposal form.  By such signature, the Bidder agrees to strictly abide by the 
terms, conditions, and scope and specifications herein.  To ensure consideration, the Bid must be 
enclosed in a sealed envelope and labeled as described in the Notice to Bidders or scanned and 
emailed to purchasing@sratx.org.  The Bid shall be accompanied by the required information as 
indicated in this Bid package.   
 
Interpretation of Contract Documents, Technical Specifications, and Drawings 
 
Should a Bidder find discrepancies in, or omissions from the contract documents, or technical 
specifications, or should he be in doubt as to their meaning, he should at once notify the purchasing 
representative in order that a written addendum may be sent to all Bidders.  It is the responsibility 
of the Bidders to know if they have received all such addenda, complete files of which will be 
maintained at both the Authority General Office and the Environmental Services  Division Office. 
 
Sales Tax 
 
SRA is exempt by law from payment of Texas State Sales and Use Tax Laws and Federal Excise Tax.  
The Bidder shall not include such taxes in the Bid.  
 
Conflict of Interest 
 
Pursuant to Chapter 176 of the Local Government Code, any person or agent of a person who 
contracts or seeks to contract for the sale or purchase of property, goods, or services with a local 
government entity (i.e. Sabine River Authority) must disclose in the Conflicts of Interest 
Questionnaire Form (CIQ) the person’s affiliation or business relationship that might cause a conflict 
of interest with the local government entity.  By law, the CIQ must be filed with the SRA Records 
Management Officer no later than seven (7) days after the date the person begins contract 
discussions or negotiations with the SRA, or submits an application or response to a Request for Bids, 
correspondence, or another writing related to a potential agreement with SRA.  Updated 
Questionnaires must be filed in conformance with Chapter 176.  If you have any questions about 
compliance, please consult your own legal counsel.  Compliance is the individual responsibility of 
each person or agent of a person who is subject to the filing requirement.  An offense under Chapter 
176 carries a penalty up to a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
Modification or Withdrawal of Bids 
 
Any modifications or withdrawals to Bid submissions which occur prior to the Bid opening can be 
done upon written request to SRA.  Modified Bids must still be submitted before the Bid opening and 
meet all stated requirements.  Modifications cannot be made to any Bid submission after the Bid 
opening.  No Bid may be withdrawn for a period of ninety (90) days after Bid opening, except by 
mutual consent of SRA and the Bidder.   
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Time for Receiving Bids 
 
Bids received prior to the advertised hour of opening will be kept securely sealed.  The representative 
appointed to open the Bids will decide when the specified time has arrived, and no Bid received 
thereafter will be considered.  
 
Required Bid Response Documents 
 
The following documents are required to be completed and be considered as a responsive bidder to 
this request for bid.   

a. Bid Proposal document completed and signed as described above.  
b. Bid Opening Form – This form is to be completed which will be read publicly at the public 

bid opening. 
c. Vendor Compliance to State Law 
d. Form W-9 Request of Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification 
e. Additional items as stipulated in the request for bid 

 
Opening of Bids 
 
The SRA will, at the time and placed fixed for the opening of Bids, open each Bid and publicly read it 
aloud, irrespective of any irregularities therein.  Bidders and other interested individuals may be 
present at the public bid reading.  
 
Representation 
 
By executing and submitting a Bid, the Bidder hereby represents and warrants to SRA that the Bidder 
has read and understands the Bid documents and the Bid is made in accordance with the Bid 
documents.  The Bidder also represents and warrants that the individual submitting the documents 
made part of the bid response is authorized to sign such documents on behalf of the Bidder and to 
bind the Bidder under any contract that may result from the submission of the response.   
 
Confidentiality of Documents 
 
The SRA is subject to the Texas Public Information Act (PIA).  Any information submitted to the SRA 
by the Bidder shall be considered non-confidential and available to the public, except as follows: 
 
In the event a Bidder considers a specific portion of their Bid to be confidential and subject to an 
exception to disclosure under the PIA, such portion must be clearly identified and marked 
“CONFIDENTIAL”.  Do not mark an entire proposal confidential, as this is not in conformance with 
the PIA and is not acceptable.  Only the specific portion or portions of the Bid that the Bidder 
considers to be confidential pursuant to the PIA should be marked.  IF AN ENTIRE BID IS MARKED 
CONFIDENTIAL, THE SRA WILL NOT TREAT ANY PORTION OF THE BID AS CONFIDENTIAL AND 
THE BID MAY BE REJECTED AS NON-CONFORMING.  The SRA will honor notations of 
confidentiality in accordance with this paragraph and decline to release such information initially; 
however, final determination of whether a particular portion of a Bid may in fact be withheld 
pursuant to the PIA will be made by the Texas Attorney General or a court of competent jurisdiction. 
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In the event a public information request is received for a portion of a Bid that has been marked 
confidential, the SRA will ask the affected Bidder if the information may be released.  If the release is 
agreed to, the SRA shall release the information. 
 
If the release is denied, the matter shall be referred to the Texas Attorney General’s Office in 
accordance with the process set forth in the PIA.  The Bidder shall be fully and solely responsible for 
submitting arguments and evidence within the statutory timeframes to the Texas Attorney General’s 
Office regarding its claim of confidentiality.  The SRA will NOT submit arguments on behalf of the 
Bidder. 
 
The Texas Attorney General’s Office shall rule on the matter.  In the event that it is determined by 
opinion of the Texas Attorney General or court of competent jurisdiction that such information may 
not be withheld, then such information will be made available to the requestor.  If it is determined 
that the information may be withheld, SRA will withhold the information from the requestor.   
 
Pricing information contained in bids or contracts is not considered confidential under the PIA and 
will be disclosed without making a request to the Texas Attorney General.  
 
Award of Contract 
 
Unless SRA elects to reject all Bids, the contract will be awarded as promptly as possible, consistent 
with the time required for a thorough analysis of all Bids submitted.  Bidders are required to hold 
bids for the minimum time frame as stipulated in this Request for Bid.  The award will be made to the 
lowest responsive, responsible Bidder or to the Bidder who provides goods or services at the best 
value for SRA.   
 
Payment for Articles or Services 
 
SRA will pay for articles or services purchased under this bid within 45 days after due and proper 
delivery accompanied by the invoice provided.  All proper documentation as noted in the 
specifications will be required to be submitted with the invoices as support for payment.  SRA 
reserves the right to review all invoices and supporting documentation and verify validity of charges 
prior to making payment. 
 
Equal Opportunity 
 
SRA provides equal opportunity for all qualified parties including Historically Underutilized 
Businesses (HUBs).  If your organization or any associated sub-contractors on the project are a 
certified HUB with the State of Texas, please submit documentation of the certified organization, 
including description of the work, percentage of the contract expected to be completed by the HUB, 
and the certification number of the HUB.   
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BID PROPOSAL 
Environmental Services  Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer 

(ICP-MS)  
RFB #25-0901 

 

Item Quanity Unit Description Unit Price
1) 1 LS ICP-MS with all 

relevant parts/  
consumables for 
analysis Dollars__________________                                                                                                     

Cents ____________________

2) 1 Each Autosampler 
Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

3) 1 Each Sample Valve
Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

4) 1 Each Auto Diluter 
Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

5) 1 Each Chiller
Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

6) 1 LS Software 
Package Dollars__________________                                                                                                     

Cents ____________________

7) 1 LS All gas 
fittings/                      
connections/
parts 

Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________ $  *

Total Price 

$  *

$  *

$  *

$  *

$  *

$  *
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8) 1 Each Uninterruptible 
Power Supply Dollars__________________                                                                                                     

Cents ____________________

9) 1 LS Warranty for 
instruments/ 
parts 

Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

10) 1 LS Vendor 
Installation Dollars__________________                                                                                                     

Cents ____________________

11) 1 LS Analyst 
training; 3 day 
onsite training 
for 4 
participants 

Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

12) 1 LS Delivery Cost Dollars__________________                                                                                                     
Cents ____________________

Estimated 
Delivery Date ____ /____ /____

$  *

$  *

$  *

$  *

$  *

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Do not extend unit prices or total out bid items.  Show unit price in words and figures only.  In case 
of discrepancy, the amount shown in words will govern.  

*Attach any documentation vender deems necessary to aid in your bid.   
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BID PROPOSAL 
Environmental Services  Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer 

(ICP-MS)  
RFB #25-0901 

 

Total Bid: 
(To be calculated by Owner and/or Engineer.  Bidder to complete Bid Opening Sheet)                   
                                                                                              ($                                        ). (Amount shall be 
shown in both words and figures.  In case of discrepancy, the amount shown in words will govern.) 
 
Bidder understands that the Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive 
any informality in the bidding. 
 
The undersigned hereby offers to furnish and deliver the articles or services as specified 
herein at the prices and terms there stated and in strict accordance with the specifications 
and general conditions of bidding, all of which are made a part of this offer.   
 
The bidder agrees that his bid shall be good and may not be withdrawn for a period of 90 
calendar days after the scheduled closing time for receiving bids. 
 
 
Seal & Authorization 
(If Corporation)   

By:  
 
 

Title: 

 
 

 
 

Mailing Address: 

 

 
Street Address: 

 

 
 

City, State, Zip: 

 

 
County: 

 

 
Phone: 
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 BID OPENING FORM 
 

In the space provided below, enter your total Bid amount for this project.  Only this figure will be 
read publicly at the public bid opening. 

 

It is understood and agreed by the bidder in signing the proposal that the total bid amount entered 
below is not binding on either the bidder or the Owner.  It is further agreed that the official total bid 
amount for this proposal will be determined by multiplying the unit prices for each unit price pay 
item by the respective estimated quantities shown in this proposal, and then totaling all of the 
extended amounts plus the amounts bid for all lump sum items. 

 

 

Project: RFB #25-0901 

Environmental Services  Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer (ICP-MS)  

 

 

 

Owner: Sabine River Authority of Texas 

 Orange County, Texas 

 

 

 

  

$ 

Total Bid Amount 

 

 

 

 

Name of Bidder 
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VENDOR COMPLIANCE TO STATE LAW 
 
 
Chapter 2252.002, of the Texas Government Code applies to the award of government 
contract to non-resident bidders.  This law provides that: 
 

“A government entity may not award a governmental contract to a nonresident bidder 
unless the nonresident underbids the lowest bid submitted by a responsible resident 
bidder by an amount that is less than the greater of the amount by which a resident 
bidder would be required to underbid the nonresident bidder to obtain a comparable 
contract in the state in which the nonresident’s principal place of business is located  
 
“Nonresident Bidder” refers to a person who is not a resident of Texas 
 
“Resident Bidder” refers to a person whose principal place of business is in this state, 
including a contractor whose ultimate parent company or majority owner has its 
principal place of business in this state. 

 
Check the statement that is correct for Bidder. 
 

[_] Non-resident bidders in                                                   (give state), our principal place 
of business, are required to be                                  percent lower than resident bidders 
by state law.  A copy of the statute is attached. 

 
[_] Non-resident bidders in ____________(give state), our principal place of business, are 

not required to underbid resident bidders. 
 
[_] Our principal place of business or corporate offices is in the State of Texas. 

 
 

BIDDER: 
By: ____________________________________ 

 
 

Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 

Title: ____________________________________ 
 
 

Address: ____________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________ 
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Request for Bids – Materials and Specifications 

Environmental Services  Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer 
(ICP-MS)  

RFB #25-0901 
 

General 
 
This work shall consist of the purchase of an Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass 
Spectrometer (ICP-MS)  in accordance with specifications listed below and include onsite 
training. Once equipment is ordered, delivery is encouraged as soon as possible.  However, 
delivery, installation and training must be completed by June 30, 2025.  
 
Required Instruments  
 
The inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometer (ICP-MS) package will need to include 
instrument with all necessary parts for set-up and analysis, sample valve, auto dilution capability, 
gas attachments/fittings, chiller, autosampler, software, UPS, warranty.  The instrument must be 
able to analyze for low-level (ppb) metals in surface, drinking, and wastewater per EPA Method 
200.8.  Instrument must be able to meet or exceed established SRA reportable detection limits for 
all metals. 

Service Agreement Conditions  

A service agreement for the equipment after the warranty period expires will need to be 
available.  This service agreement must include preventative maintenance visits, emergency 
callouts, remote technical support, parts, software upgrades, and travel for the service 
technician.  Please include a service agreement if one is available and details of the offered 
agreement.  

Vendor Installation  
 
The vendor must be able to install instrument equipment on site in accordance with the stated bid 
cost given. Installation must occur within 7 business days of receiving the equipment in its entirety 
and completed within an acceptable time frame agreed upon between vendor and owner. Once 
equipment is installed, onsite training will be coordinated by the Division Manager and ESD Staff 
with the vendor .   
 
Minimum Specifications  
 
The minimum specification for LOQ-Non-potable (digested) and LOQ-DW are listed on the 
following pages.  
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LOQ -Non-potable (Digested) 
Parameter LOQ (ug/L) 
  
Aluminum 2.5 
Arsenic                         0.5 
Barium                             1 
Beryllium 1 
Calcium 100 
Cadmium 0.1 
Cobalt 1 
Chromium 3 
Copper 1 
Iron 100 
Potassium 100 
Magnesium 10 
Manganese 1 
Molybdenum 1 
Sodium 100 
Nickel 3 
Lead 0.5 
Antimony 1 
Selenium 1 
Strontium 1 
Thallium 0.5 
Vanadium 1 
Zinc 3 
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LOQ - DW  
Parameter LOQ (ug/L) 
  
Aluminum 2.5 
Silver 1 
Arsenic 0.5 
Barium 1 
Beryllium 0.5 
Calcium 100 
Cadmium 0.1 
Cobalt 0.5 
Chromium 0.5 
Copper 1 
Iron 100 
Potassium 100 
Magnesium 10 
Manganese 1 
Molybdenum 1 
Sodium 100 
Nickel 1 
Lead 0.5 
Antimony 3 
Selenium 1 
Strontium 1 
Thallium 0.5 
Vanadium 0.5 
Zinc 3 
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